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In the afternoon, at the historic Evermay 
house, the President attended a Republican 
National Commitee luncheon. Later, in the 
Roosevelt Room, he met with Jewish edu-
cators. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome Prime Minister Guy 
Verhofstadt of Belgium to the White House 
on January 17, 2006. 

The White House announced that the Jan-
uary 11, 2006, visit of Chancellor Angela 
Merkel of Germany to the White House has 
been rescheduled for January 13. 

December 7 
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil to discuss the 
upcoming World Trade Organization min-
isterial conference in Hong Kong. Later, he 
had an intelligence briefing. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Vice President Dick Cheney. Later, he 
participated in a photo opportunity with 
White House interns. 

Later in the afternoon, in the Residence, 
the President met with congressional leaders 
to discuss legislative priorities. 

In the evening, the President hosted a hol-
iday reception at the White House. 

December 8 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he met with Chancellor Wolfgang Schuessel 
of Austria. Then, in the Roosevelt Room, he 
participated in a briefing with Republican 
Members of Congress on the war on terror. 

In the afternoon, on the State Floor, the 
President hosted a holiday reception for 
White House staff. 

In the evening, on the State Floor, the 
President hosted another holiday reception 
for White House staff. 

December 9 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he met with Secretary 
of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld. He then 
participated in a photo opportunity with 
Make-a-Wish-Foundation children. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Minneapolis, MN, where, upon ar-

rival, he greeted USA Freedom Corps volun-
teer Nancy Sager. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. 

In the evening, the President hosted a hol-
iday reception. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Alaska and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by a severe fall storm, tidal 
surges, and flooding on September 22–26. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released December 5 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Fact sheet: President Bush’s Agenda for Eco-
nomic Growth 

Fact sheet: Progress on the 9/11 Commission 
Recommendations 

Released December 6 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of 
Prime Minister Verhofstadt of Belgium 
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